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Join us for the first international cultural heritage journey to Nepal to 
live a unique and immersive cultural experience in Nepal that will allow 

you to discover and touch first-hand the Nepalese heritage! 

Key Highlights: 

● Dates: April 11-22, 2025 

● Location: Kathmandu Valley, Bhaktapur, Lalitpur, Chitwan National Park, Lumbini, 

Panauti 
● Format: Cultural visits and immersive experiences, such as culinary and artistic 

experiences, naturalistic excursions, international conference, photo exhibition, 

digitization of heritage, international meetings, and much more. 
● Global Focus: Knowledge of tangible and intangible cultural heritage. 
● Networking: Connect with experts, scholars, professors, local guides, academics from 

all over the world, and much more. 
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Objectives. 

Nepal is a land of ancient cultural traditions, where spirituality and hospitality blend 

seamlessly with modern life. It hosts four World Heritage Sites, including two cultural (the 

Kathmandu Valley and Lumbini, the Birthplace of the Lord Buddha) and two natural ones 

(the Chitwan National Park and Sagarmatha National Park). Nepal tangible and intangible 

heritage are threatened by climate change.  

In 2023, Kathmandu hosted the "First Inter-Polar Conference: Connecting the Arctic with 

the Third Pole – the Hindu Kush Himalaya" where representatives from 80 countries 

discussed climate change and its effects on cultures, heritage and people. Building on the 

Conference, the Polar Geographical Institute of Fermo, “Silvio Zavatti” started a 

collaboration with the Heritage International Institute (HII) which led to the publication 

of a special issue of “Il Polo” dedicated to Nepal and the launch of the first heritage journey 

in the country. 

HII’s mission is to protect cultural heritage in any part of the world and under any 

circumstances, including conflicts, social disadvantages, natural disasters, and climate 

change threats. 

In the light of the above and in line with the aspirations of the government of Nepal,  the 

HII endeavours to promote an innovative and comprehensive approach to cultural 

heritage in Nepal in collaboration with the Department of Archeology of the Ministry of 

Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation and the Tribuvan University. 

As part of this endeavour, a unique journey will be organised, to learn about its UNESCO 

sites and other cultural sites and to propose future UNESCO nominations, including 

tangible and intangible cultural heritage (see above: Panauti, an ancient town near 

Bhaktapur, and  Biska Jatra festival celebrated in Bhaktapur).  
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Why attend? 

The first international cultural heritage journey to Nepal will offer the 

participants the possibility to: 

• Participate in the first International Summit on cultural heritage in Nepal: all the 

accepted participants to the journey will participate in the Summit. 

• Become a member of the HII working group on Nepal tasked with developing 

international research and studies in Nepal and with establishing the first 

permanent archaeological and anthropological international mission in the country.  

• Participate in annual field missions in Nepal, collaborate with local experts and 

institutions and organize workshops and seminars aimed at fostering cultural 

exchange and knowledge dissemination in all the region. 

• Develop critical perspectives on the international protection of Nepalese tangible 

and intangible cultural heritage. 

• Develop high scientific skills related to UNESCO policy, by supporting the HHI 

working group for the preparation of the candidacy of Nepalese heritage sites to the 

UNESCO World Heritage List, in collaboration with the Ministry of Culture, 

Tourism and Aviation of the Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal. 

• Participate in all the HII future activities concerning Nepal, including the 

production of a documentary and a short film in the country with the aim to 

promote Nepalese cultural heritage through its distribution all over the world. 
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• Experience the Virtual Museum on Cultural Heritage (click here to discover), 

promoted by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation 

and the Italian Ministry of Culture. Through different virtual rooms which will be 

exhibited in Katmandu by the Heritage International Institute, participants will 

explore the rich and unique cultural heritage of different countries.  

• Participate in the digitization of the Nepalese cultural heritage in collaboration with 

the Virtual Museum on Cultural Heritage.  

• Attend the high-level course organized by State Tactile Museo Omero in Ancona in 

the Nepal National Museum and acquire the abilities and the expertise to develop 

accessibility measures aimed at guaranteeing that persons with disabilities could 

enjoy cultural heritage, also receiving a qualified certificate of attendance. 

• Discover the vibrant and colourful Nepalese cuisine, culinary heritage and practices, 

exploring its flavours, authentic traditional ingredients and dishes. 

• Collaborate with professionals and high-level experts from around the world and 

develop skills and abilities in different fields directly on the ground. 

• Connect with Nepalese traditions, styles and customs in order to enhance the 

understanding of Nepalese heritage and culture declined through the centuries. 

• Immerse yourself in the rich Nepalese musical traditions, exploring the vast array of 

traditional instruments and enjoying live performances. 

• Join the exclusive webinars led by international experts and scholars, taking place 

before the heritage journey and designed to enrich your understanding of Nepal's 

rich cultural and natural heritage. 
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Eligibility criteria 

Participants should meet two or more of the following criteria: 

● Have expertise in one or more of the following fields: heritage, archaeology, 

anthropology, architecture, art history, art, geography, landscape, environment, 

climate change, human rights, UNESCO law and policies, cultural property, 

tourism, heritage tourism, sustainable development, development cooperation, 

literature; and 

● Hold or be enrolled in a PhD in one of the aforementioned fields; or 

●  Hold or be enrolled a Master’s course in an Italian or a foreign University in one of 

the aforementioned fields; or,  

● be a professional, consultants, free lance, working for a private or a public 

institution. 

All activities will be conducted in English and/or translated into English from Nepalese 

and/or other ethnic languages. Therefore participants are required to have a good 

command of the English language. 

Fee for those leaving from Italy: 

€4.500 inclusive of 
- Flights to reach Kathmandu and to come to Rome. 
- Room in the hotel in Kathmandu, Bhaktapur, Chitwan, and Lumbini, including 

breakfast, covering all the Journey.  
- All ground transportation. 
- High-level guide in every site.  
- Permits and entrance to all the museums and cultural sites. 
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Fee for those living from other States: 

In case you won’t fly from Italy, please fill out the form anyway and you will be contacted 

by the Heritage International Institute (academicdirection@hii.institute) to provide you 

with the travel details after the selection process 

How to Apply: 

Complete and submit the following application form https://forms.gle/

AXvevC2LR69gs1597 no later than November 3oth, 2024. In case you have any questions, 

please write to academicdirection@hii.institute). 

Journey organization 

The journey will take place from April 11 to April 22, 2025.  

Day 1: April 11 

Arrival in Kathmandu: Welcome to Nepal!  

After your arrival, you'll be transferred to your hotel, nestled right in the heart of vibrant 

Thamel. It's the perfect place to unwind and recharge after your journey. If you're up for a 

little evening adventure, Thamel is just steps away, a bustling spot where you can explore 

local shops and pick up some unique souvenirs. There will be the unique possibility to have 

dinner in a wonderful restaurant. Enjoy a restful night at the hotel and get ready for the 

experiences ahead! 

Day 2: April 12 & 13 

Opening of the exhibition and conference (click here to discover the call for 

papers) 

After enjoying breakfast at the hotel, the day will start with the first conference session at 

the Nepal Academy of Tourism and Hotel Management. This session will bring together 

distinguished experts from around the globe, including high-level speakers and call-for-
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paper presenters, offering valuable insights into the diverse subjects and fields related to 

the history and culture of the Kathmandu Valley, as well as the broader context of Nepal. 

On the occasion of the conference there will be a special ribbon-cutting ceremony that will 

mark the inauguration of the exclusive photography exhibition, officially opening it to 

the public. This exhibition will offer a visual journey through the themes discussed, 

enhancing the overall experience for all attendees. In the afternoon, after a special session 

on music and heritage, participants will visit two different Museums on Music. 

Following the conference, participants will have an exclusive musical experience, 

savouring the authentic song of Nepalese musical heritage.   

Day 3: April 13  

The second day of the conference will feature in-depth sessions and discussions with 

experts, focusing on Nepal's rich cultural and natural heritage, with particular attention to 

its preservation and promotion. After the closing ceremony of the Summit, participants 

will take part in a special dinner, tasting Nepal's heritage food and experiencing the rich 

cultural and culinary heritage of the country, with its bold flavours and ancient techniques. 

Participants will embark on a cultural culinary journey and discover the unique foods of 

Nepal, which reflect the country's diverse landscape, history, and people, being also a 

testament to the complexity of its history and the resilience of its people. Participants will 

embark on a cultural and culinary journey, exploring Nepal's diverse and rich cuisine, 

which reflects the country's varied landscape, history, and resilient people. The experience 

will feature authentic Newari cuisine, accompanied by traditional musical performances, 

offering a true taste of Nepal's cultural heritage. 

Day 4: April 14 

Biska Jatra and Bhaktapur 

We will begin the day with breakfast at the hotel in Kathmandu and check out in the 

morning, as we will be staying in Bhaktapur. Our first stop will be the Changu Narayan 

Temple, a UNESCO World Heritage Site situated on a hillock. After returning from the 

temple, we will have lunch near Durbar Square, followed by an exploration of the 

Medieval Palace, the former royal seat before the division of the Kathmandu Valley into 
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three kingdoms. Later, we will immerse ourselves in the Biska Jatra festivities in the 

streets of Bhaktapur and witness the taking down of the ceremonial pole (Lyasin Dyo), 

marking the end of one part of the festival. We will also witness the unique clashing of the 

two chariots - Bhairab and Bhadrakali, symbolizing the union of these deities as they are 

pulled together. We will conclude the day with a traditional dinner and stay in Bhaktapur. 

Day 5: April 15 

Lalitpur (Patan) & Kathmandu Durbar Square 

Participants will start the day with an early breakfast at the hotel, followed by a bus ride to 

the historic city of Lalitpur. Also known as Patan, or by its medieval name Yala, Lalitpur is 

often referred to as the "City of Fine Arts." It is one of the oldest cities within the UNESCO-

recognized Kathmandu Valley and is celebrated for its exceptional craftsmanship, 

particularly in metalwork. The city's artistic tradition is primarily preserved by the Shakya 

community, many of whom continue to uphold their family legacy in this craft. 

The guided tour of this remarkable city will be led by Padma Sunder Joshi, a renowned 

heritage conservationist and former professor at the Nepal Engineering Campus. Currently 

serving as the chief advisor to the Mayor of Lalitpur Metropolitan City, Joshi will offer 

deep insights into the cultural and historical significance of Lalitpur, providing 

participants with a unique and enriching experience. The journey will particularly focus on 

exploring Patan, especially in and around Durbar Square.  

After lunch near Patan Durbar Square, the team will proceed to explore Kathmandu 

Durbar Square and Kumari Ghar, home to the living goddess of Kathmandu. This 

sacred site, with its intricately carved wooden windows and deep-rooted traditions, offers a 

rare opportunity to connect with Nepal’s unique living heritage. Moreover, participants 

will experience a tour to Hadigaun, one of the oldest settlements in Kathmandu Valley, 

steeped in mythology and ancient traditions. Hadigaun is rich in Newari architecture and 

is home to centuries-old temples, including the historic Satyanarayan Temple, offering 

a glimpse into the valley’s deep-rooted religious and cultural practices.  

The tour will be led by Alok Siddhi Tuladhar, an engineer, renowned writer on Newari 

culture, and passionate heritage conservationist. Under his expert guidance, participants 

will explore these sites in Kathmandu Durbar Square.  
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We will return to our hotel for the restful night. Dinner will be at the Fire & Ice Restaurant 

in Thamel. 

Day 6: April 16 

Chitwan National Park 

Participants will start the day with an early breakfast at the hotel before leaving at 6.30 to 

Chitwan (6-hour journey), with a lunch break along the way around. Participants will then 

arrive in Chitwan at around 13.00. Chitwan National Park, is a natural world heritage site 

popular for its diverse wildlife, including endangered species like the one-horned 

rhinoceros, set amidst stunning natural landscapes and rich ecosystems. After some 

refreshment and rest, they will have the unique opportunity to have a ride on elephants 

at sunset. In the evening, participants will have the opportunity to visit the Tharu 

village in Sauraha, take part in preparing dinner alongside the locals, and stay overnight 

in one of the traditional Tharu houses. After our meals, a lively Tharu cultural dance 

performance will allow us to directly be in touch with Nepalese intangible cultural heritage. 

Nestled in the Terai region of Nepal, the Tharu community has a rich history and a world 

of traditions, and customs that have been preserved for generations.  

Day 7: April 17 

Chitwan National Park 

At sunrise, after breakfast, participants will have an amazing canoe ride on the Narayani 

River Chitwan, one of the longest and most wonderful rivers in Nepal, meeting various 

species of animals. After the canoe ride, we will go on a short nature walk through the 

community forest. Then we will return for lunch in the Sapana Village Lodge where we will 

check-in after lunch. After resting and spending some time in the lodge, we will then take 

part in an exciting and adventurous half-day Jeep Safari with a special guide who will 

explain everything about the wildlife and the natural heritage in the park. After returning 

from the Jeep Safari, we’ll enjoy some snacks at the lodge, followed by a walk to the 

Sauraha market where we’ll have dinner at KC's Restaurant.  

Day 8: April 18 
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Lumbini 

After an early breakfast in the lodge, participants will leave for Lumbini (around 6-7 

hours), the birthplace of Buddha, renowned for its spiritual and historical significance 

recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Within the archaeological conservation area 

of Lumbini, travellers will admire the historic Maya Devi Temple, accompanied by a 

scholar from Lumbini University who will guide them through the significance of this 

sacred site. Participants will spend some time in prayer in the Sacred Garden, sitting 

beneath a tree by the pond, and understand the meaning of performing ‘puja’, a term that 

describes an act of religious devotion. Later, they will visit the Lumbini Museum to 

learn more about the history of the site and see artefacts from the development of 

Buddhism around the world and the World Peace Pagoda, designed as a symbol to unite 

humanity in a desire for peace. Travellers will visit Ashokan Pillar with its Pali 

inscription in Brahmi script, and the Puskarini Pond. Participants will also explore the 

Lumbini Monastic Zone, a serene and spiritually significant area divided into two 

distinct sections. The East Zone is dedicated to Theravada monasteries, reflecting the 

oldest school of Buddhism, while the West Zone is home to Mahayana and Vajrayana 

monasteries, showcasing the diversity of Buddhist traditions. This peaceful setting 

provides a unique opportunity to experience the spiritual essence of Lumbini, the 

birthplace of Buddha, and to appreciate the architectural beauty and religious significance 

of these sacred sites.  

Afterward, participants will visit the Dharma Swami Buddha Vihara, situated just 

outside the Monastic Zone. This important spiritual site was built in the early 1970s by 

Chogye Trichen Rinpoche and became the location of the first Sakya three-year retreat in 

exile, marking a significant chapter in the preservation of the Sakya tradition. 

Participants will end the day with a special dinner in the hotel and a restful night. 

Day 9: April 19 

Kathmandu: Pashupatinath, Boudhanath and Monkey Temple 

At the sunrise travellers will take part in a special session on meditation techniques with a 

Monk. After breakfast, they will be driven to the airport to fly from Bhairava to Kathmandu 

(40 minutes). Participants will then visit Pashupatinath, a revered Hindu temple 
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complex in Kathmandu, dedicated to Lord Shiva and recognized as a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site. Known for its stunning architecture, it attracts pilgrims and tourists, 

especially during festivals like Maha Shivaratri. The site also features cremation ghats 

along the Bagmati River, where Hindus perform last rites, believed to ensure liberation 

from the cycle of rebirth, offering insights into Hindu funeral traditions.  

After the Pashupatinath visit, we will head to Boudhanath, one of the largest stupas in 

Nepal, located in the Kathmandu Valley. A UNESCO World Heritage Site, it serves as a 

major pilgrimage site for Buddhists, particularly Tibetan Buddhists. The stupa features a 

large mandala and is surrounded by numerous monasteries and shops. Pilgrims 

circumambulate the stupa, and it plays a central role in local cultural and religious life, 

especially during festivals like Buddha Jayanti. We will have lunch at the rooftop 

RoadHouse Restaurant in Boudha. On our return we will have a quick visit to 

Swoyambhu, also known as the Monkey Temple, one of the oldest and most sacred 

religious sites in Nepal. Perched atop a hill in the Kathmandu Valley, it offers panoramic 

views of the city. We will have dinner at the hotel in Kathmandu. 

Day 10: April 20 

Panauti  

After enjoying breakfast in the hotel, participants will take a bus ride to reach Panauti, an 

area recognized as a Protected Monument Zone. This historically rich city, renowned for its 

intricate architecture and cultural significance, is currently being proposed as a UNESCO 

World Heritage Site in collaboration with the Nepalese Department of Archaeology. 

Panauti, an ancient town near Bhaktapur, is renowned for its well-preserved Newari 

architecture and sacred religious sites, it features the Indreshwor Temple and the 

confluence of three holy rivers, known as the Triveni Dham. Panauti's rich history and 

traditional festivals offer visitors a deep cultural and spiritual experience. 

The tour will be led by Mr. Devendra Bhattarai, Senior Archaeological Officer at the 

Department of Archaeology and a PhD scholar at Tribhuvan University. 

After the visit, participants will embark on a bus ride to Namobuddha, where they will visit 

the revered Thrangu Tashi Yangtse Monastery. Nestled amidst the tranquil hills, this 

monastery provides a serene retreat and an opportunity to explore one of Nepal's most 
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sacred Buddhist pilgrimage sites, renowned for its spiritual significance and breathtaking 

views. 

After immersing themselves in the peaceful ambiance of the monastery, participants will 

enjoy a delightful dinner featuring traditional Nepalese cuisine, prepared with care to 

enhance their culinary experience. The evening will be spent at the monastery, allowing 

participants to embrace the tranquil atmosphere, engage in reflection, and enjoy the 

spiritual surroundings before retiring for the night. Staying overnight at the monastery 

offers a unique opportunity to connect deeply with the local culture and the serene 

Buddhist way of life. 

Day 11: April 21 

National Museum, Chhauni 

After morning breakfast in Namo Buddha with the Monks, participants will head to the 

National Museum in Chhauni for an exclusive tour led by senior curators. The visit will be 

followed by a highly engaging Six-hour training session for museum officials and staff, 

conducted by experts from the State Tactile Museo Omero based in Ancona. Finally, there 

will be a special final dinner in Kathmandu, that will feature a curated selection of 

traditional Nepali cuisine, offering participants a chance to savour local flavours and 

delicacies. The evening will be filled with cultural performances, including traditional 

music and dance, celebrating the rich heritage of Nepal. 

Day 12: April 22 

Enjoy a day off before departure! If you are in the mood for a morning adventure, you have 

the opportunity to visit beautiful Chandragiri. 

Variability: The itinerary may change due to weather or road conditions. 
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There will be additional cultural sites to enrich the program, institutional 

meetings and experiences related to heritage: 

1. The Virtual Museum on Cultural Heritage: Digitizing Nepalese 

Heritage (click here to to discover) 

Convinced that digital language can be one of the tools to promote the importance of 

cultural heritage and provide an additional possibility for its preservation, the Virtual 

Museum on Cultural Heritage, promoted by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

and International Cooperation and the Italian Ministry of Culture, offers an example 

of digital interpretative exegesis of cultural heritage, combining three different 

digitization models (360° digitization - digital animation 2.D - interactive 3D virtual 

reality) that clearly show the advantages of digitization in the cultural sector.  

In the occasion of the Heritage Journey in Nepal, the Art Director of The Virtual 

Museum on Cultural Heritage will digitize Nepalese heritage in order to uses digital 

art to disseminate its value as widely and quickly as possible and allow both the 

general public and professionals to discover new perspectives on this heritage. 

Nepalese heritage will therefore become part of the transnational network for sharing 

cultural heritage, as a bridge between cultures, in particular by developing bilateral 

and multilateral interconnections between countries all over the world.  

2. The promotion of Panauti and Biska Jatra in the UNESCO relevant 

lists 

The medieval Settlement of Panauti is one of the oldest towns of Kathmandu Valley. 

It is located in the Kavrepalanchok district of Nepal and it is renowned for its 

historical, religious, cultural, and archaeological significance. Recognized for its 

ancient Newar settlement, the town boasts a rich cultural heritage, with numerous 

temples, monasteries, traditional crafts, and vibrant festivals. The town still keeps its 

Medieval Settlement Character.  This old settlement is situated at the confluence of 
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the rivers Rosi and Punyamati, and third river name Lilawati comes to meet above 

two rivers within the settlement has made the old city a holy place as Triveni adding 

its religious importance. It is also regarded as the Prayag Tirth of Nepal. This 

historical site consists of variety of Hindu and Buddhists religious monuments 

making it one of the most important medieval sites of Nepal.  The heritage site of 

Panauti has been declared Protected Monument Zone under the provision of Ancient 

Monument Preservation Act, 1956.  The town is listed as the UNESCO tentative site 

since 1996. This town is in World Heritage Tentative List as "The early Medieval 

Architectural Complex of Panauti”.  

Biska Jatra is one of the most celebrated festivals in Bhaktapur, held every year in 

mid-April to mark the Nepali New Year. Celebrated for eight nights and nine days, 

the festival is also known as Bisket Jatra or Vishwodhoj Jatra. The central attraction 

is the “lyo sin dyo”, a tall ceremonial pole, symbolizing victory over enemies, which is 

raised and later pulled down during a special evening event. The festival’s origin is 

tied to a legend involving a cursed princess whose husbands mysteriously died until a 

prince with tantric powers slayed two serpents that emerged from her nostrils, 

breaking the curse. To commemorate this victory, the people of Bhaktapur began 

celebrating Biska Jatra. Another key highlight is the fierce tug-of-war between 

different parts of the city to pull the chariot of Lord Bhairava, believed to bless the 

half it enters. The event is full of energy, excitement, and danger, making Biska Jatra 

a spectacular and lively festival that attracts thousands from across the country. 

Our goal is to develop, in synergy with the Nepalese Ministry of Culture, Tourism 

and Aviation, these candidacies and make them effective.  

3. Accessibility of the National Museum of Nepal 

To enhance accessibility of Nepal's cultural heritage preserved at the National 

Museum in Kathmandu, a team of experienced professionals from State Tactile 

Museo Omero in Ancona, will implement a series of inclusive practices. Particularly, 
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we will organize high-level training sessions to equip museum staff and participants 

to the journey, to whom will be issued a certificate, with the skills to welcome and 

guide visitors with disabilities. This training will cover methods, technologies and 

tools for accessibility to the museum heritage, for accessible communication, as well 

as techniques for providing artistic and aesthetic education to people with visual 

disabilities. Collaboration with schools and associations for the visually impaired will 

also be encouraged to ensure inclusivity. 

These efforts aim to make the museum’s exhibits more accessible to individuals who 

are blind, visually impaired, or have other disabilities. 

The initiative includes the creation of tactile pathways and captions in Braille, large 

print, and audio formats to help visually impaired visitors better navigate and 

understand the exhibits. 

Together, we aim to create inclusive workshops and educational activities to engage 

all visitors, ensuring a more inclusive experience for everyone. 

4. Photographic exhibition in Kathmandu 

HII will also organize a photographic exhibition in Kathmandu, focusing on the 

cultural exchange between Arctic and Himalayan populations and their connections 

with Italy. A central feature of the exhibition will be Giuseppe Tucci, the pioneering 

orientalist and explorer who founded the Italian Institute for the Middle and Far East 

in Rome. Tucci will be highlighted prominently as the foremost explorer in this 

context, underscoring his significant contributions to the understanding of these 

regions. 

Additionally, the exhibition will feature a section devoted to Valerio Sestini, an 

architect and contemporary explorer who has significantly contributed to the 

understanding of Nepal in more recent times. 

The video and photographic material will come from Sella Foundation’s archive for 

the Italian expedition to K2 held in 1954, from the archive of “Silvio Zavatti” Polar 

Geographic Institute, from “Mozzi Borgetti” library in Macerata (Italy) with 

manuscripts of eighteenth-century Capuchin missionaries and from some private 

collections. Contemporary material focusing on today's religious rites by Nepalese 

contemporary photographer will also be available. Through the art of photography, 
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the aim is to encourage joint research and to attempt, in addition to encourage 

knowledge of the Himalayas and its peoples, to analyse today's social, cultural, 

economic and environmental challenges, with a view to preserving local identities 

and their cultural legacies, promoting meetings and exchanges between peoples as a 

moment of cultural diplomacy. 

COMMITEES. 

Academic Committee 

Heritage International Institute 

● Gianluigi Mastandrea Bonaviri – Academic Director at the Heritage International Institute, 
and Italian diplomat at the Permanent Representation of Italy to the UN and International 
Organizations in Geneva; 

● Gianluca Frinchillucci – Member of the Academic Board, and Director of the "Silvio 
Zavatti" Polar Geographic Institute in Fermo; 

● Flavia Orsati – Member of the Academic Board, and Professor of humanities and Expert in 
art history and criticism; 

● Federico Ferranti – Chief of the Department of Heritage and Tourism, and Licensed Tour 
Guide; 
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● Maria Teresa Idone – Chief of the Department of Heritage and Landscape, Architect and 
Senior Officer at the Italian Ministry of Culture; 

● Luca Cetara – Member of the Department of Heritage and Landscape, and Environmental 
Economist at Eurac Research; 

● Francesca Marzatico – Member of the Academic Board, Lecturer at University of Otago. 

Tribhuvan University 

● Dr Mahesh Kumar Acharya – Head of the Department, Central Department of NeHCA, 
Tribhuvan University 

● Dr Tina Manandhar, Faculty member, Central Department of NeHCA, Tribhuvan 
University 

Art Director of the Virtual Museum on Cultural Heritage 

Sergio Iovino – Chief Executive Officer at the Heritage International Institute, and Art Director of 
Virtual Museum on Cultural Heritage. 

Academic and Executive Coordinators 

● Gianluigi Mastandrea Bonaviri – Academic Director at the Heritage International Institute, 
and Italian diplomat at the Permanent Representation of Italy to the UN and International 
Organizations in Geneva; 

● Filippo Ceccotti – Scientific and Executive Assistant of the Academic Director at the 
Heritage International Institute, and junior researcher. 
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